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5-13 June 1878

Utica, New York

In the report to the General Synod of the Reformed Church in America, there was an
attempt in the western churches to raise funds to endow a theological professorship to
honor Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte. "The name of Albertus C. Van Raalte is a charm and
a power among them, and with the inspiration of that as the name of the new
professorship, together with the long cherished desire of the hearts of their people to see
theology put as the cap-stone of their educational establishment, they are assured of
speedy success." However, the General Synod would not approve of the re-establishment
of theological education in the West because of the great indebtedness at Hope College.

The Acts and Proceedings of the Seventy-Second General Synod of the Reformed Church
in America, convened in Regular Session in the City o Utica, N. Y., June [5-14 1878,
117-119.
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L The Report of the Board of Superintendents of the Theological Seminary at New Brunswick.
From this we find that the whole number of students in attendance during the past year, is forty, distributed as follows:
Juniors, seven;.Middle class, sixteen, and Seniors, fourteen.
These all give evidence of having done faithful work. The
graduating class, as a whole, " go forth with the best prospects for usefulness in the ministry." One of them expects to
labor in the Foreign Missionary field.
The report also refers to the severe and painful affliction
which has befallen the Professor of Theology, and in which we
are sure that he has the heartiest sympathy of the entire
Church. The deficiency in instruction which would otherwise
have ensued from this protracted disablement of Dr. Van
Zandt, has been well supplied by the efficient services of • Dr.
T. W. Chambers, who has thus laid the Seminary, the Synod,
and the Church under fresh obligations.
Reference is also made to the seriousffilness of the Librarian,
Rev. P. J. Quick. The libtary is in good order, and has an
increasing hold upon the interest and estimation of the Church
and the students.
The death of Hon. S. A. Foote, of the Classis of Geneva,
called forth from the Board an appropriate minute, which was
published in the 07tri..91/an Intel! lyon eer.
The Board also passed the • following resolution, a 'compliance with which on the part of Synod your Committee see no
present mode of effecting: •' Resolved, That General Synod be
requested to provide means for publishing the Annual Catalogue of the Seminary."
The following nominations to membership in the Board have
been made, viz:
By the Classis of Geneva, Rev. P. De Bruyn.
New Brunswick, Rev. R. H. Steele.
"
Michigan, Rev. N. D. Williamson.
Poughkeepsie, 11. Ward.
Philadelphia, W. B. Voorhees.
To these your Committee add: for the Classis of Orange,
which has made no nomination, Rev. C. Spalding, and for the
Elders at large for the Particular Synod of Albany, Messrs.
W. 13. Van Orden and Peter S. Danforth.
CC
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II. The Ninth Annual Report of the Standing Committee
on the Seminary Grounds and Property at New Brunswick, to
the Board of Superintendents of the Theological Seminary.
This having been given to the Church in printed form, needs
but brief notice. It notes the continued liberality of that persistent benefactor of the Church, Mr. Gardner A. Sage, who
has paid the salary of the Librarian and the cost of the repairs
and heating of the library during the year. Your Committee
nominate for membership in this Committee Mr. S. R. W,
14- egth.
III. The remaining papers referred to your Committee all
bear upon the important concerns of Hope College. Of these
we name:
1. The papers connected with the appeal of certain members
of the Classis of Holland from the action of the Particular Synod:of Chicago. These papers came to us from the Committee
on Judicial Business, whose action concerning them seems not
to be generally understood, and we advise their return to that
Committee, to be disposed of according to their further discretion.
2. The papers containing the accounts of Professors Scott
and Beek, to one of which is appended an account of Professor
Crispell with the Synod. The facts upon which thesepapers are
based, are few and simple. Professor Crispell is a regular appointee of the Synod to the Chair of Didactic and Polemic
Theology in the College. The Synod of 1875 gave to Professors Scott and Beek a formal appointment as "Lectors in Theology at Hope College," (see Minutes for 1375, pp. 334, 335),
and assumed the entire expenses of thcologieal instruction at
the College from that date. This appointment was accepted,
and the duties covered by it were discharged by these brethren
till July 1, 1877, when the Theological Department of Hope
College was suspended by the action of Synod. Their salaries,
a the rate of $1,500 each per annum, Synod agreed to pay,
but failed to do so in full. As a consequence Synod is to-day ,/
in debt to these brethren. Their claim is a valid one, and
ought to be met at onee. They have waited long and endined. great inconvenience from the delay. We recommend
therefore the following:
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(1). Resolved, That the Board of Direction be instructed to
audit the accounts of Professors Crispell, Beck, and Scott, and
pay the same from the sums pledged by representatives of the
Classes now in the Synod, as soon as received. !
3. Memorials from the Classes of Holland, Grand River and
Wisconsin ; also one from a minority of the Classis of Holland;
also a communication from the Council of Hope College. The !
subject matter of these papers is the repeal of the action of the
last General Synod, in suspending the Department of Theology
at Hope College, which repeal is strenuously urged by all the
memorialists, save those of the minority of the Classis of Holland, who oppose it. Of this matter, which in the estimate of
the Western Classes is the central and most important one of
the entire controversy, your Committee have made a thorough
and exhaustive examination. To our Western brethren theological instruction is the objective point to which the entire institution of Hope College looks, and to which all the other departments are merely adjuncts, more or less helpful and necessary. To reach and maintain this, Holland Academy was established and Hope College was organized. They insist that
from the beginning, in some form or other, theology distinctively has been taught there, and that the suspension of the
theological department is a great disappointment. And now
their hearts are set upon its restoration. To this they are
bending all their energies, and affirm their ability at an early
day to complete the endowment of a theological professorship,
provided Synod will restore theological instruction and allow
them to proceed. The name of Albertus C. Van Raalte is a
charm and a power among them, and with the inspiration of
I; that as the name of the new professorship, together with the
! long cherished desire of the hearts of their people to see theology put as the cap-stone of their educational establishment,
I they are assured of speedy success.
But your Committee, while sympathizing largely in this estimate of the importance of maintaining a sound theology in
the Churches, and while able, with the whole Church, to testify to an ardent admiration of that great and good man, Albertus C. Van Raalte, and while recognizing the graceful propriety there is in attaching his name to a professorship in the-
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ology, still do not and cannot sink out of sight other and very
essential interests. We assure these brethren that the Synod
of the Reformed Church and the Church itself, love and honor
and are disposed and determined to take care of Hope College,
as well as of the theological department. Our view takes in the institution in its entirety : its foundation and its super.
structure, as well as its cap-stone, we cannot let the beauty and
majesty of the statue dazzle our vision and blind us to the ,
weakness ayd insecurity of the supporting pedestal. While
we would lay not a straw in the way of the •work which our
Holland brethren have in mind, we must still see to it that the
College shall not only not fall to the ground, but shall be put
upon a sure foundation. It was to this end that Synod last
year found itáelf compelled to suspend theology, and to this
end the Synod must hold it in suspension still longer. And
your Committee must also say that, in their judgment, the
question of its re-establishment is a question of time, to be
decided by future developments. Therefore,
.(2). Resolved, That the Synod does not see its way clear to
grant the request contained in the memorials of the Classes of
Holland, Grand River, and Wisconsin, and in the communication from the Council of Hope College, to restore theological
instruction in Hope College during the next academical
year.
(3). Resolved, That the Synod, not having the power to
bind the action of future Synods, yet expresses the opinion
that if the Western Churches and Classes should at any time
come to Synod with the announcement that they have raised a
fund to endow a professorship of theology, to be coupled with
the name of Albertus C. Van Raalte, it would go far to remove
the present obstacles to the restoration- of theological instruction in the West. And if any funds should be so raised they
should be committed to the custody of General Synod.
(4). Resolved, That while Synod does not see its way open
to resume theological instruction in the West next fall, we recommend the proposed Albertus C. Van Raalte professorship
to our Churches, and that all funds and securities received be
put in the hands of the Board of Direction, and while so recommending, we do not thereby decide the relation of theology
to Hope College at the present time.

ltó
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Your Committee would recommend that the nominations of
the Particular Synod of Chicago for members of the Council of
Hope College, be confirmed as follows: from the Classis of
Grand River, Rev. Dirk Broek in place of Rev. E. C. Oggel,
and for the full term, Rev. J. W. To Winkle; Classis of Holland, Rev. Peter Lepeltak, full term ; Classis of Illinois, Elder
L. S. Viele, full term ; Classis of Michigan, Rev. A. H. Van.
Vranken, full term ; Classis of Wisconsin, Rev. Ale Burirsma,
full term. (The name of J. W. Te Winkle was sastituted for
that of Rev. James De Pree, at the request of the members of
the General Synod from the Classis of Grand River.)
4. A communication from Professor Crispell. This paper
explains causes which have, as Professor Crispell alleges, hindered him in securing funds for the endowment of a theological professorship in connection with Hope College. Accompanying this communication is a copy of a letter addressed to
Professor Crispell by the Secretary of the Board of Education,
by direction of the Board. G. That portion of the report of the Board Education which
refers to Hope College. In this report is a clause referring to
the same subject as that in the above-mentioned letter. From
these two sources the matter of diScord among the members of
the Faculty in the College, comes before your Committee. That
discords do exist in that quarter has also been disclosed to us
from other sources. And these discords serve to complicate
the difficulties which your Committee have encountered. We
have given this subject our careful and prayerful attention,
and the only possible solution of the matter will appear further on.
G. The Report of the Council of Hope College. Passing
other matters of interest in this report, we come directly to the
report of the Treasury.
This brings up the whole question of finances, which, in the
estimation of your Committee, is the most important factor in
settling on a firm basis the future of the institution.
Consequently your Committee have taken the utmost pains
to reach the actual condition of the treasury. In seeking to
arrive at this knowledge, your Committee have been greatly
embarrassed by the fact that the Council have presented their
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accounts in such a form that they are utterly unintelligible
without supplemental explanations from the President and
other members of the Council.
The Treasurer's account is presented under two heads, that
of the "Contingent Fated," and that of the "Permanent
Fund,"
The Contingent Fund account contains the items of income
and expenditure for the past year.
As made up by the Treasurer and submitted by the Council,
it shows an apparent surplus of $1,086 '73 for the past year.
But as last year's report showed a deficiency of 810,842 83,
there is a balance of debits in this account of 89,756 10. To.
this must be added about $10,000 due the President, Professors and teachers for salaries. irrespective of the amount (over
84,000) due by the General Synod to theological teachers.
This makes the deficiency in this account, according to
the printed report of Council, $19,756 10. This is, however,
much below the actual indebtedness of the institution, as some
debits which the Committee think should have been included do not appear, and some credits cannot, in their judgment, be
properly reckoned as income.
The following balance sheet made up by your Committee
from the best information they have been able to get, presents
approximately the real financial condition:
DEBITS OF IIOPE COLLEGE, APRIL 30, 1878.
.
•
Salaries of President, Professors and Teachers
(about)
810,000
Salary of Financial Agent (2 years)
3,000
Notes of Council.
Borrowed frdm Permanent Fund
82
2,5925 12
Interest and Miscellaneous
900

Salaries of Theological Teachers.... .....
,Total

824,720 12
4,127
828,847 12

, Probably the real indebtedness •is more than this; indeed,
some of the Council estimate it as high as $32,000. We think
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it safe to say that the Council is responsible for at least
825,000 of debt, and General Synod for about 84,000, or, in
other words, the property of Hope College is chargeable with a
debt of $29,000, upon which until paid, interest roust be reckoned at not less, and probably more, than seven per cent.
To meet these liabilities, the College has the following
assets:
ASSETS.

819,256
In the hands of Board of Direction..
9,000
Loans to Individuals, Bond and Mortgage
2,750
Churches
811,361
Promissory Notes
700
10,661
CC

Total Productive Assets

........... $41,667

Council's Committee's
Valuation. Valuation.
$8,000
817,740
Real Estate
2,000
7,724 14
De Hope
Loan to Contingent Fund 1,937 95
2,000
Loans on Virginia Lands 2,000
Total Unproductive .... 829,402 09 812,000 812,000
20,000
Ebenezer Fund, only available for income

Total raised for Endowment. .

The total income in the light of actual receipts last year, is
as follows:
Interest on Funds
83,400
Students.' Fees
700
Total
From this must be taken:
Interest on Debt
Taxes

84,100
.

$1,600
200
1,800

Leaving for purposes of Instruction,.&c

82,300

CC

UNPRODUCTIVE INVESTMENTS.

Present Endowment
Lost in poor investments
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873,667
17,402
891,069

From this exhibit we see that the College has assets amply
sufficient to meet all its indebtedness, but were its creditors to
press their claims of 825,000, the result would be disastrous,
and, in any case, the income must, for a time at least, carry
the burden of a large charge for interest.
We now come to the question of income available for carrying on the institution.

As to the cost of sustaining the two existing departments of
the College, we have a careful and detailed estimate of President Phelps, which shows it to be at least $8,200, leaving a
deficiency to be met, if the College is to be maintained on its
present basis, of 85,900, a state of affairs that calls for immediate and careful action on the part of all who- would not see
this important and cherished institution succumb under its
embarrassments.,
It is not needful that your Committee should discuss the
causes which have led to this condition of things. They are
doubtless numerous, and are varied in weight and influence.
Something of the result is due to the mistakes of former Synods, something to the distance between the East and the
West, and something to differences in mental temperaments
and in points of view between our Western brethren and ourselves. But, aside from these, there has been mistaken financial management somewhere. Possibly it has been at all times
the best which circumstances would permit, still it has been
disastrous. The financial exhibits of the Council to Synod
have, as has already been said, too generally needed an interpreter at hand to render them intelligible to us. And this is
a grievous fault, especially between parties doing business with
each other thus at long range.
Another evil which has had its influence, are the discords
among the members of the Faculty. It is true that for the
existence of this evil the Synod itself may be in part to blame
in not having defined with sufficient accuracy the relations of
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these its servants one toward another. Still this force has
wrought to create distrust here at the East in the general condition of affairs at Holland. And to-day that distrust is widespread, and must be removed before we can bring the Eastern
Churches up to a cordial and efficient support of our institutions there. And your Committee are compelled, however
reluctantly, to the conviction that nothing but extreme measures will meet the emergency. It sometimes becomes necessary to sacrifice men to save institutions. For the President
of Hope College your Committee, with every member of this
Synod and the entire Reformed Church, has a profound 'respect. We admire him, and reverence him, and love him. We
esteem him for his work's sake. We recognize the fidelity and
the long, untiring devotion with which he has clung to,
wrought for, and sacrificed for Hope College. For that work
the Reformed Church owes him a debt of obligation which it
can never repay.
And a similar indebtedness the Church owes to the Professor of Polemic and Didactic Theology there. The thoroughness of his teaching, his soundness in the faith, and his abundant labors in behalf of the institution, have given him a
strong hold on the respect and affections of the Church. But
still the truth must be spoken. Confidence in Hope College,
such as is absolutely essential to its salvation, cannot, as your .
Committee are persuaded, be restored to the Eastern Churches
save by a change both in the Presidency and in the Chair of
Polemic and Didactic Theology. It cuts to the quick for your
Committee to be obliged to say all this and just this, but this
is the only conclusion which, after long and thorough examination, we have been able to reach. Nor is this all. In order
that the opportunity for a full and thorough reorganization
of the institution may be unembarrassed, your Committee are
of the opinion that the resignation of all the members of the
Faculty should be secured. Therefore we recommend:
(5). Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the
Synod, who shall attend the next meeting of the Council of
Hope College, and advise with that body concerning the revision of the Constitution ordered by the last General Synod,
and aid it in an endeavor to devise such measures as shall
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secure for it the confidence of the Churches, both East and
West.
(6). Resolved, That the President of Hope College, the Professor of Theology, and the several members of the Faculty,
be requested to place their resignation of their respective positions in the hands of the above named coMmittee, to take effect
at such time as the said committee shall designate.
(7). Resolved, That the above mentioned committee be empowered, in behalf of Synod, to . accept the said resignations.
(8). Resolved, That said. committee shall advise with the
Cduncil as to a full and satisfactory settlement of all the
claims which the aforesaid members of the Faculty of Hope
College may have against the Council.
(9). Resolved, That the Board of Education be again asked
to do all in its power to sustain Hope College, and that it be
requested also to pay the expenses of the aforeSaid committee.
» E. W. BENTLEY,
J. B. DRURY,
J. H. KARSTEN,
S. B. SCHIEFFELIN,
G. VAN NOSTRAND.
After the reading of that part relating to the arrears of sqlary due the Professors Crispell, Scott, and Beck, it was resolved that the Classes be called on to 'make up the amount
by voluntary contributions and pledges. The roll was 'called,
and the following.responses were received:
Albany.... ...Pledg,ed by Rev. James 13. Campbell
$155
Arcot . .....
"
Elder David Bingham
40
Bergen
Rev. W. R. Gordon
100
South Bergen..
Rev. I. P. Brokaw and P. D. Van
Gleuf
150
Cayug
Rev. A. E. Myers
.....
65
Grand River
" M. Klekintvehl
120
Geneva.......
" Ransford Wells, (endeavor).
105
Greene........
(Ch. Catskill, $50,) W. II. Van Orden
80
Holland.......
Elder Gardner A. Sage
145
Hudson
" R. B. Shepard....
150
Rev. Egbert Winter
110
114

.11
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Kingston
$120
Pledged by Rev. Ph. Peitz.
N. Long Island "
175
4• C. I. Shepard
S. Long Island
" H. V. S. Myers, &U. D. Gulick 200
Michigan.....
33
Dr. George W. Force
Monmouth....
Rev. T. W. Wells, (for his Church.)
125
Montgomery..
, Elder G-. F. Mills
130
Newark
Rev. H. Veb.slage
N. Brunswick.
135
" It. H. Steele
500
New York... .
•• T. W. Chambers
Orange
J. H. Carroll, $60; Rev. E. W.
Bentley, $100
160
200
Paramus ..... "
Elder John W. Ferdon
Passaic.......
Rev. S. T. Searle, quota for his Ch.
150
Philadelphia.. "
Elder A. W. Given..............
120
Poughkeepsie.. "
" W. H. Crosby
190
Raritan
Rev. Ch. H. Pool
130
Rensselaer ....
" J. B. Drury
50
Saratoga
" J. G. Smart
125
Elder W. T. L. Sanders
Schenectady
"
55
't
" Peter S. Danforth....
Ulster.
"
Rev. J. C. F. Hoes
130
100
Westchester... "
" M. H. Hutton
115
Wisconsin.... "
" J. H. Karsten

The Committee to visit Hope College in accordance with the
recommendation in the foregoing report, is as follows: Rev. E.
W. Bentley, Elders Peter S. Danforth, and G. Van Nostrand.
Three young men were recommended to the trustees of Rutgers College for aid from the Van Benschoten and Knox
Funds.
VEDDER LECTURE.
The Synod proceeded to elect a Vedder Lecturer for the year
1880. A nominating ballot was had on the third day, and on
the following day, after special prayer, an election was held,
which resulted in the choice of Rev. Acmon P. Van Gieson.
ARTICLE XV.
STUDENTS IN THEOLOGY.
Nothing occurred.
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ARTICLE XVI.
CHURCH VISITATION.
Nothing occurred.
ARTICLE XVII.
FREYA ILING SINS.
Nothing occurred.
ARTICLE XVIII.

•

MISSIONS.
The Forty-sixth Annual Report of the Board of Foreign
Missions, in printed form, was received and referred to the
Committee on Foreign Missions, except so much: as relates to
vacancies, which was referred to the Committee on Nominations.
The Treasurer's report was also received, and referred to the
same Committee. •
The Forty-sixth Annual Report of the Board of Domestic
Missions.was received, and referred to the Committee on Domestic Missions, except so much as relates to vacancies, which
was referred to the Committee on Nominations.
. The Treasurer's report was also received and referred.
FOREIGN MISSIONS.
The Committee on Foreign Missions presented the following
report, which was accepted and adopted:
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS.
The Committee on Foreign Missions beg leave to report as
follows:
- The following papers have been referred to the Committee:
I. A letter from the Taithoe, Amoy, China.
II. The Fourth Annual Report of the Woman's Board of .
Foreign Missions.

